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BISHOP STROSSMAYER IN THE LIGHT 
OF NEW HISTORICAL SOURCES

The Summary

In the corpus of documents called Monumenta Vaticana Croatica, as a special edi-
tion, vol. 1, The State Archive of Croatia, Christian Present (��12����������1�����) and Ho-
me and World (Dom i Svijet) had published, during 1999 in Zagreb, a book under the title
Correspondence Josip Juraj Strossmayer – Serafin Vannutelli 1881-1887. At the time, Vanu-
telli was the Pope’s Nuncio in Vienna. The correspondence consists of 110 letters, out of
which only 20 written by Vanutelli. Beside 90 letters written by Strossmayer, there are also
17 various contributions. The originals of this correspondence are kept in The Secret Vatican
Archive, in the series called the “Archive of the Nunciature of Vienna”. This corresponden-
ce is of secret diplomatic nature, and it has been unknown in historiography so far. The who-
le correspondence between two Roman-Catholic prelates was in Latin language. All docu-
ments have been printed in parallel way, in Latin and in Croatian translation.

The content of the correspondence between Strossmayer and Vanutelli is various,
but it is mostly related to the issues of religion. Beyond any doubt it is very important for un-
derstanding the personality of the Bishop of Djakovo Josip Juraj Strossmayer, as well as for
explanation of his religious and secular policies.

In this article dedicated to the correspondence between Strossmayer and Vanutel-
li, the most stressed issue was Storssmayer`s position regarding Serbia and Montenegro,
Serbs and Orthodoxy, Bishop’s attitude towards Bosnia, Austro-Hungary, dynasty of Hap-
sburgs, Hungary and Hungarians, union and process of union of two churches, Jews and ma-
sons, Protestants and Protestantism. He had paid attention to all those questions, and he had
wrote about them to Vanutelli sincerely, but secretly from the public, and by opening his he-
arth, he had pointed out his views and explained his intentions and aims.

The correspondence with nuncio Vanutelli is full of information regarding the Con-
cordat between the Saint Seat at one, and Montenegro and Serbia at the other side. Formally,
by that Concordat the question of small numbers of Roman-Catholics in Montenegro and
Serbia should have been solved. However, on the basis of the Strossmayer letters, it could be
understood that by the rights that should have been obtained by the Roman-Catholic Church
in two Serbian lands, the very fast conversion of the Orthodox population would have been
possible. That was the main reason, and not as it was proclaimed the very small number of
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local Roman-Catholics,  that the Bishop of Bosna and Djakovo and Srem and Vicar Bishop
of Belgrade and Smederevo J.J. Strossmayer had tried hardly to accomplish the Concordat.
As much as he cared for the Concordat with Serbia, he cared even more for the Concordat
with Montenegro. He had assumed that Montenegro was weaker considering the matters of
religion, so that, for the Roman-Catholic Church it would have been much easier and faster
to take the roots there then in Serbia.

By the correspondence between two high Roman-Catholic prelates the issue of li-
turgy in the ancient Slavic language had been finally demystified. It is quite clear now that
Strossmayer was not in favor of introducing of Slav language in liturgy for some pan-Slav
or pro-Yugoslav feeling, for emotional and sentimental reasons, but because of the fact that
he had thought that the liturgy in Latin was very hard to be understood and acceptable for the
South Slavs, and that it had represented almost invincible obstacle for the Orthodox popula-
tion to accept the Catholicism. It means that the practical reasons, subordinated to the inte-
rests of the Roman-Catholic Church had led the Bishop to raise his voice in favor of the an-
cient Slav language.

In the letters concerning the Concordat, there are a lot of interesting and very va-
luable information regarding Serbia and Montenegro, political conditions in those countries
and Strossmayer evaluations regarding the capability or incapability  of Prince Nikola and
King Milan or some other outstanding personalities.  The special attention should be paid to
the Bishop’s views  regarding the rearrangement of the Balkans as one “brotherly federation
of different nations”, in which Austrian influence would be dominating, which would also
contribute to the important influence of “catholic Croatia” serving to the interests of the who-
le Empire and Hapsburg dynasty. 

In this correspondence there are not even some traces of Strossmayer inclination
towards the Yugoslav idea, real brotherhood and unity, harmony and equality. Quite oppo-
site, everything is strongly influenced by the Roman-Catholic faith, Croatia and Croats.
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OTTOMANISM YESTERDAY AND TODAY

The Summary

In the world today, there exist two dominant perceptions regarding modern Turkey.
According to one opinion, Turkey is the only secular republic and only real democracy in the
whole Islamic world, and as such it should serve as an example for the other Muslim states.
The other opinion, that has been created for the last ten years is that awakened Islamism step
by step denies values and institutions of the Ataturk's republic, out of which only the scene
set would remain. Although there is some truth in both perceptions, there are respectively
one-sided and too much simplified, so it is not possible, by using either of them, to explain
the nature of complex social and political movements and processes in the State which plays
very important role in the international relations.

The duration of heritage of revolution perpetuated by Ataturk, as severe disconti-
nuation with the centuries of the Ottoman past is indisputable, and probably irreversible in a
certain level. On the deeper level of the social structure, the new stage of the trans-historian
Turkish expansionistic and imperialistic continuation has been present, this time in a form of
neo-Ottomanism. The internal and external political forms of neo-Ottomanism are adapted
for the conditions of new, changed times and international configuration on the regional and
global level, after the end of the “Cold War”. The state policy of Turkey could be, very un-
biased, determined as greatstatehood neo-Ottoman nationalism, with the elements of pan-
Turkism, more or less exposed. In creation of the convenient social conditions for accomplis-
hing long-term project of neo-Ottomanism, majority of political groups, as well as decisive
centers of power of the Turkish society are included. Its main protagonist is pro-European
and pro-Western orientated leading elite, mainly of Balkan origin, i.e. from the Ottoman pro-
vince of Rumelia. Moderate Islamism is only one part of actual neo-Ottomanism, and surely
not its main characteristic.
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Prof. Bogumil HRABAK, Ph.D.

THE TRADE OF SALT IN SKADAR AND BOJANA 
DURING THE XIII, XIV AND XV CENTURY

The Summary

On the basis of the published documents from Venice (Listine, J. Valentini, F. Thi-
riet) and unpublished documents of Dubrovnik origine, the author has described supply and
trade of salt. Salt had been first imported trade object and together with mercury it had been,
mostly, a part of boat cargo, regardless the fact that the transportation costs were very high,
and that the salt itself did not have high value. The salt was needed for cattle, as well as for
preparing of canned meat, which could have been eaten for months. The author has descri-
bed two neighboring market places - St. Srdj in Bojana and Skadar. St. Srdj had been men-
tioned as a market place for the first time in the XII century, and, as a part of the Serbian sta-
te, it has flourished, with its customs officials and main ruler's renters from Dubrovnik. Un-
der the government of ���.�,�, the market place had not develosped, and the same happened
with Skadar itself. For the short period of time (1392-1395) it was under the Turkish rule.
Skadar, as a permanent salt market place, had been mentioned for the first time in 1334. Du-
ring the time, it had supplied Dagnum, Drivastum, and it had coordinated its activity with
Lesh, especially regarding the issue of leveling the price. At the first time, salt had been co-
ming from Durres,  with the monopolistic right, but during the time it had been shown that
the production of those salt factories had not the possibility to fulfill the needs of wider mar-
kets. That is the reason that the salt originated from Vlora had appeared in the region of Bo-
jana, but that had been considered as smuggling for a long period of time. During the XV
century the most reliable supplier was Corfu. That trade had decreased during the war bet-
ween the Ottoman Empire and Venice (1463-1479), and afterwards the salt trade had just
slightly improved.

The trade of salt had not only been very important, but it also brought a conside-
rable income, as for the local region, as well as for Venice itself. In exchange for salt, whe-
al, wool and some other articles were obtained, on very low prices. The commissions to
Skender-beg and Serbian despots had been paid from the money obtained from the salt tra-
de. The author has determined the prices of salt, prices of very expensive boat transportation,
storage, monopoly, smuggling and robbery of salt by the local inhabitants. The money ear-
ned for salt had been used for salaries of the local Venetian administrators, for reconstruction
of the city walls and for construction of houses after the fire.
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ITALIAN CREDITORS  IN KOTOR DURING THE FIRST HALF 
OF THE 14th CENTURY

The Summary

During the fist half of the 14th century many Italians had financed the trade activi-
ties in Kotor. It had usually been the trade of the Italian textile and other artisan products by
the mean of credit line. The financiers from Venice had been specially active in financing the
trade activities in Kotor. It is understandable, regarding the fact that at the time, and even la-
ter, Kotor and its surroundings were under the authority of Venice.

Beside the financiers from Venice in the first half of the 14th century, the trade in
Kotor had also been financed, although rarely, the financiers from the other Italian centers.
In this respect, the financiers from Florence, Marka of Ancona, Milan, Bartlet, Trania and
other Italian regions should be emphasized.
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ACTIONS OF SEIZURE OF GOODS FROM THE TERRITORY 
OF MONTENEGRO AT THE END OF 16th AND IN THE 17th CENTURY

The Summary

At the end of the 16th, and especially during the 17th century there were numerous
actions from Montenegro on the territories of Herzegovina and Dubrovnik. Those were the
actions of seizure of goods, which had provoked the strong reactions of the inhabitants and
authorities of the Republic of Dubrovnik.

By the end of the war for  Morea, the attacks of Montenegrins against the terri-
tory of Dubrovnik had become more often, and during the 18th century, the attacks in the
neighboring regions, i.e. border regions were almost constant.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE POLICE FORCES IN 
PRINCIPALITY AND KINGDOM OF MONTENEGRO

The Summary

The development of the modern state administration, with efficient executive ap-
paratus in Montenegro in 18th and 19th century had been linked to various problems. The big-
gest obstacle represented the patriarchal tribal social structure with very emphasized tribal
particularity. The first organ of the administrative and legal authority, so called Pokrovitelj-
stvo suda crnogorskog i brdskog (Protectorate of the Court for Montenegro and Highlands),
had been established on 29th October 1789. At the Parliament held in 1803, archimandrite Pe-
tar I (1782-1830) had established two bodies with mixed legal and executive authority – Ku-
luk and personal guard, perjanici. They represented the rudimentary origins of gendarmerie
corpus. His successor, archimandrite ������##�����	��,����"	5 (1831-1851) had established
on 14th October 1831 Gvardija, formation consisting of 164 Montenegrins with the executi-
ve power. However, even Gvardija had some legal duties. Organ more similar to the gendar-
merie in the modern sense of the word was reorganized perjanici corpus, but at the begin-
ning there were only 8 of them.

The first secular ruler of Montenegro, prince Danilo I ����	��, (1852-1860) had
transformed step by step Gvardija to the elite, purely military formation, while perjanici still
had performed the function of the executive organs of the central power. Beside that, Dani-
lo tried to enlarge the administration of the local organs of authority; the number of capta-
incy had increased to 50, and the captains had local military, administrative, legal and exe-
cutive power.

The prince Nikola I ����	��, (1860-1910, and king from 1910-1918) had disban-
ded the battalion of Garda, but he also had incorporated perjanici in the Army, as a tactical
formation similar to the company, in charge of his personal security. As a substitute for ar-
chaic perjanici, in 1903 regional police gendarmerie was established, with unique uniforms
and arms. In comparison to the gendarmerie in Serbia, France or Austro-Hungary in Monte-
negro it was only under authority of the Minister of the internal affaires. Only in the case of
war, military gendarmerie of 80 soldiers could be created out of the police forces.
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THE ALBANIANS IN YUGOSLAVIA DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

The Summary

Use and misuse of the Albanian ethnic population in Yugoslavia during the years
of the Italian and German occupation in the Second World War had revealed and led to the
antagonism between the Albanians on the one and Serbs and Montenegrins on the other si-
de in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Non-acceptance of the Yugoslav state and minority rights
had made the Albanians the “fabricated body” in the political organism of the State, which
had tried, according to the principles proclaimed by the Versailles treaty and Charter of the
League of Nations dated 1919-1920, to be a “State of Reconciliation”, unity and integrity.
Since the times of the fascist-nazi revision of the map of Europe and the world, the map ba-
sed on the decisions of the Peace Conference held in Paris in 1919-1920 and the revision
which had started by the Munich agreement from 1938, the separatism of the Albanians in
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, sponsored by the Italian and German political circles, had beco-
me the strong resistance movement, called by Mussolini and Ciano “a feeble light at the end
of corridor”. It was used to encourage, when needed, the Albanian irredentism against neig-
hboring states and nations. Since the occupation of Yugoslavia in April 1941 and the condi-
tions created by the occupation regimes, the Albanians in Yugoslavia, especially those who
found themselves within the “borders” of the Italian-Albanian Protectorate called the “Gre-
ater Albania”, had been the main stream of the Albanian nationalism, Chauvinism, as well
as the perpetuators of the violence, murders, pillages and persecution of the settled Serbs and
Montenegrins, as well as of native inhabitants. The tragic balance-sheet of this exodus, with
the proclaimed aim of the “defense of Kosovo” and creation of “ethnic Albania” was, on one
side over 11.000 victims, around 50.000 inhabitants expelled by force and 20.000 native in-
habitants, and on the other side over 70.000 immigrants from Albania and other regions. By
settling of those immigrants, the demographic and ethnic picture of the Yugoslav territory,
which was from April 1941. to the end of November 1944 a part of the fascist protectorate
called the “Greater Albania”, had been deeply changed.
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SOCIAL COMPOSITION OF THE PARTY AND COMMUNIST YOUTH 
LEAGUE OF YUGOSLAVIA ORGANIZATIONS BY THE YUGOSLAV 

LIBERATION ARMY FOR MONTENEGRO AND ITS PARTY AND 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

The Summary

The author emphasizes that Montenegro was mostly agricultural country with a
small number of workers and educated persons. Then, she presents the data regarding the de-
velopment of the armed struggle and establishing of brigades from Montenegro and region
of Sand ak. The author also concludes that the workers of Montenegro, as well as peasants,
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pupils and other educated person had deeply suffered to liberate themselves from the occu-
pation and to win a victory over fascism.

On the basis of the published first-grade documents, the authors chronologically
follows the social composition of the Party and Communist Youth League of Yugoslavia
units by the Yugoslav Liberation Army for Montenegro and its party and political activities.
On the basis of the research conducted by )���������
�5�,, the social structure of the leader-
ship of the Montenegrin units  in mid 1941 is also mentioned. The social composition of the
party organizations, candidates and Communist Youth League of Yugoslavia could also be
clearly seen. In those organizations, the peasants presented the majority, and then there ca-
me intellectuals and workers. The author had also painted the image of the leaders-intellec-
tuals (again on the basis of the research conducted by )���������
�5�,), and states that the in-
tellectuals made 77%, peasants 12% and worker 7% of Montenegrin leaders of the National
Liberation War.

The author concludes that the social structure of the units of the Yugoslav Libera-
tion Army for Montenegro, as well as their party organizations and Communist Youth Lea-
gue of Yugoslavia organization had influenced to the high combat capability and moral, but
that they were under the influence of other important factors such as love for freedom and
warfare tradition of the Montenegrins.
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